i854]         GENERAL PENNEFATHER             155

and huge spurs. The boxes containing a more
carefully thought-out kit sent from London were
somewhere on the sea.

The day before the Battle of the Alma he was riding
near Pennefather's Brigade when an officer came out
from a group and said, " General Pennefather wants to
know who you are, sir, and what you are doing here ? "
Russell explained, but the aide-de-camp said, " I think
you had better come and see the General yourselfl"

Russell did so. " By------, sir," exclaimed the General,

when Russell had told him all he could about himself,
" I had as soon see the devil 1 What do you know
about this kind of work, and what will you do when
we get into action ? " " Well, sir," answered Russell,
" it is quite true I have very little acquaintance with
the business, but I suspect there are a great many here
with no greater knowledge than myself." Pennefather
laughed, " Begad, you're right You're an Irishman,
I'll be bound, and what's your name, sir ? " Russell
told him. "Are you from Limerick ? " " No, sir; but
my family are.'* "Well, good-bye; go to the rear, I
tell you now. There will be wigs on the green to-day,
my boy, so keep away from the front if you don't want
to have your nose cut short" Years afterwards
Russell reminded Pennefather of their first interview.
" Do you know," said Pennefather, " I often thought
afterwards what a comfort it would have been to the
Government if I had put you in charge of the provost,
and sent you on board ship. Mind, Pm glad I didn't
do it, anyway."

As the Army moved on it suddenly struck Russell
as quite a new idea that he had to go with it wherever
it went How and where in the event of a battle was
he to take up a position ? The thought troubled him,